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The Marché du Film – Festival de Cannes is pleased to announce a newly revamped 2023 Ukraine 
in Focus program complete with a series of events tailored to support Ukrainian filmmakers, industry 
professionals and entrepreneurs and to celebrate the country’s creativity and cinema amidst 
turmoil in the territory. Conferences, pitching sessions, networking events and innovative experiences 
will invite Ukrainian industry professionals to present their projects, expand their networks and help them 
find new co-producing partners and financing opportunities. 
 
The main program event is the Ukraine in Focus Pitching Session, developed in partnership with the 
European Solidarity Fund for Ukrainian Films, CNC, EFAD Association, Göteborg Film Fund, 
Institut Français, LIM | Less is More, Movies that Matter, Tatino Films and Ukrainian Institute. Ten 
Ukrainian feature film projects in development will be presented to potential co-producers and financiers. 
From fiction to documentary, to past and present, these diverse stories promise to captivate audiences 
with their unique perspectives on Ukrainian culture and society. (A full list of selected projects follows 
below.) 
 
The Ukraine in Focus program will also shift the spotlight of the Marché du Film’s key market programs 
towards Ukraine: 
 

• The Producers Network, in collaboration with the Göteborg Film Fund and the Ukrainian 
Institute, will spotlight five emerging Ukrainian producers: Karina Kostyna (TABOR), Andrii 
Kotliar (Babylon’13), Olha Matat (EVOS Film), Dmytro Sukhanov (Toy Cinema) and Zlata 
Yefimenko (EF Pictures). 
 

• Cannes Docs will have two Ukrainian docs in the making included in its selection of Spotlighted 
Projects, in partnership with the Ukrainian Institute: “Dad's Lullaby” by Lesia Diak and “Silent 
Flood” by Dmytro Sukholytkyy-Sobchuk. Additionally, for the first time, Docudays UA is one of 
Cannes Docs’ 2023 Festival Partners, alongside a prestigious list of other international doc film 
fests.  

 
This year, Cannes Next will also step in for the first time to offer a wide range of events focusing on the 
innovative side of Ukraine. This one-of-a-kind program will present Ukrainian policy makers, creatives, 
companies and industry leaders who are disrupting and defining the future of creativity, digital innovation 
and technology in Europe and on the global stage. Highlights include: 
 

• MURALS is a “world premiere cinema experience” and interactive documentary inspired by 
Banksy’s murals in Ukraine that showcases the devastation of war in Ukraine through cutting-
edge 3D scanning technology, light, sound, and game technologies. The experience will world 
premiere in Cannes on 19 May and will be presented in a one-of-a-kind volumetric screen 
installation. The innovative initiative is a Ukrainian-Polish-Spanish-US co-production from Mriya, 
ATM Virtual and Aggressive, and supported by the Polish Film Institute.  

 



                                 
 

• “Building Next Generation Regenerative AI Champions & Unicorns from Europe to 
Ukraine” panel, featuring industry leaders who will discuss the latest in regenerative AI 
technology. The event will feature speakers including Hovhannes Avoya, CEO of one of the 
world's leading creativity platforms Picsart (powered by AI); Sander Saar, futurist & strategist 
at Red Bull Media House (formerly Walt Disney Company); and Anna Bulakh, Head of Ethics 
& Partnerships at Emmy-winning Ukrainian artificial voice company Respeecher powering the 
world's best entertainment and film experiences from Superbowl to Star Wars. 

 

• Industry talks with Ukrainian government leaders, global innovators, executives and industry 
professionals, plus a fireside chat about building next-generation business and innovation 
collaboration between Ukraine and the EU. 

 

• Matchmaking sessions and invite-only showcase featuring world leading innovators and 
game-changers from Ukraine including Wantent, DressX, Room8Group, Respeecher, and 
special guests.  

 
As the war in the region continues, the Marché du Film continues to boost efforts to support the Ukrainian 
creative, digital and film industries by bringing together other film festivals, business leaders, policy 
makers, international film funds and scriptwriters labs for this initiative launched in 2022.  
 
To lend further support, the French Film Board (CNC – Centre National du Cinéma et de l’Image 
Animée) will host a conference that will focus on what can be done to keep the Ukrainian film industry 
active and productive and highlight which tools can help the Ukrainian film community continue to thrive 
during this difficult context.  
 
Once again this year, the Marché du Film is offering market badges for Ukrainian filmmakers and 
entrepreneurs for this edition, which will take place in Cannes this year from 16-24 May (with the Festival 
concluding its activities on 27 May). 

 
 

 
 
UKRAINE IN FOCUS PITCHING SESSION – PROJECTS SELECTION 
  
Ukraine in Focus Pitching Session | 22 May 2023, 16:00-17:00 | Pavillon des Cinémas du Monde 
 
In partnership with the European Solidarity Fund for Ukrainian Films, CNC, EFAD association, 
Göteborg Film Fund, Institut Français, LIM | Less is More, Movies that Matter, Tatino Films and 
Ukrainian Institute, the Marché du Film will host a pitching session to present ten Ukrainian feature 
film projects in development to potential co-producers and financiers.   
  
These projects have been selected in collaboration with the Göteborg Film Fund, LIM | Less is More 
and Pop Up Film Residency:  
  

Antonivka (Ukraine)  
Directed by Kateryna Gornostai  
Produced by Vika Khomenko, Moon Man LLC  
  
Archive. Box #64 (Ukraine, Germany, Sweden, Poland)  
Directed by Eva Dzhyshyashvili  
Produced by Natalia Libet, 2Brave Productions  
  
Consider Vera (Ukraine)  
Directed by Marina Stepanska  
Produced by Natalia Libet, Esse Production House  



                                 
 

  
Fucking Sensitivity (Ukraine)  
Directed by Tetiana Symon  
Produced by Alexandra Bratyshchenko, ELERON PICTURES  
  
Inheritance (Ukraine)  
Directed by Stanislav Bytiutskyi  
Produced by Inna Lastochkina, Valeria Sochyvets, Contemporary Ukrainian Cinema  
  
Mother (Ukraine)  
Directed by Alina Matochkina  
Produced by Eugene Rachkovsky, TABOR Production  
  
Special Treat (Ukraine, Ireland)  
Directed by Antonio Lukich  
Produced by Volodymyr Yatsenko, Anna Yatsenko, FOREFILMS  
  
Ukraine is the capital of everything! (Ukraine, France)  
Directed by Tonia Noyabrova  
Produced by Anastasiia Bukovska, Danylo Kapryukh, Family Production  
  
Vacuum (Ukraine)  
Directed & produced by Yelizaveta Smith, Tabor LTD  
  
Women’s Suicide Season (Ukraine)  
Directed by Anastasiya Gruba  
Produced by Aleksandra Kostina, Oleg Nosov, Bosonfilm  

  
One of the projects selected will be awarded a prize given by the Pop Up Film Residency. The Award 
consists of a 3-week residency in Warsaw.  
 
 

 
About Marché du Film – Festival de Cannes 

 
The Marché du Film, the business wing of the Festival de Cannes, is the largest international gathering of 
professionals in the film industry. As the key stepping stone in the creation, production and distribution of films 
around the world, the Marché is proud to bring together over 12,500 industry professionals (including producers, 
distributors, festival representatives, film institutions, buyers and financiers) from over 120 countries to meet, share 
ideas & projects, and make deals in one unique setting. 
 
Website: www.marchedufilm.com  

 

 

http://www.marchedufilm.com/

